
Orang-utans are endangered and becoming extinct due to habitat 
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Orang-utans are a type of ape that live in Indonesia, mainly on the 

islands of Sumatra and Borneo. They spend most of their time in trees 

building nests that they sleep in. Their feet are more like hands to help 

them climb. While measuring to only a height of a metre, their arms 

grow to 2 metres wide. They eat fruit, bark and insects. The word orang-

utan means person of the forest. Orang-utans have one baby at a time 

and look after it until it is about 8 years old. Orang-utans are very similar 

to humans. Due to the bulldozing of their habitat they have decreased 

by 35% in the past 20 years. Orang-utanΩs jungles are being bulldozed for 

timber and the land is totally being cleared to make way for palm oil 

plantations. Millions of hectares are destroyed. The land clearing kills 

some orang-utans as well. 

 

The palm oil is used in cosmetics, shampoo and snack foods. The palm 

oil gives the country a good income and makes lots of money. This is a 

human caused disaster not a natural one. Scientists have proven that 

orang-utans only need part of the forest to survive so sharing it with 

the palm oil producers would be a good idea. 

 

Somehow a balance has to be reached between money and 

wildlife. We can solve this problem by buying less palm oil 

products and leaving some land for the orang-utans. People 

need to keep on complaining to the company and have a 

vote or something like that. There also needs to be more 

awareness of this problem so that everybody can help. 

 

By Brodie 



The Orang -utan is part of the ape family.             They live on the islands of Suma tra 

and Borneo in Indonesia.  They grow  to about 1 metre in height and have arm  spans  of 

2 metres in width .  The Orang -utan s get  nearly all of their  food from the trees they 

live  in.  They eat  lots of fruit, leaves, bark and insects.  The name Orang -utan means 

man of the jungle.  They  ha ve feet  like hands and spend  most of the time in trees.  

They sleep  in nests high in trees that are built during the day .  The males are a bit 

different to females for they have large cheeks and a sack under their  chin which is 

used to attract females.  Females h ave one baby at a time and look after them until 

the yõre about eight.       

 

The Orang -utans are an endangered species and are 

threatened with extinction because of the millions of 

hectares of their ha bitat that has been destroyed for the 

plantation of palm oil trees. In the last 20 years the 

population has dropped by over 35%  

The Orang -utans are threatened due to the loss of habitat and 

loss of food.  The reason for this is because all the jungle is being 

bulldozed so people can plant palm oil trees to put in things  like 

hair products, cosmetics and snac k food.  The people that are 

bulldozing are earning a great income but destroying the orang -

utans habitat and their lives.     

 

Everyone needs money but we have to draw the line.  Our wildlife is 

important and once itõs gone, itõs gone forever.  There are ways to stop this 

species from dying out such as  reserving areas for the orang -utans or 

mixing the forests with the plantation s.  Also we can write to companies to 

stop buying the palm oil from these places or label their products properly.  

So next time youõre out shopping read the labels for vegetable or palm oil!       

 

By Jade 
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Orang-utans are threatened with extinction because of the destruction and the 

removal of their habitat. This is done to make palm oil plantations to produce 

shampoo, cosmetics and items like snack foods. Millions of hectares have been 

destroyed to make money and due to that 35% of their population has dropped in 

the last 20 years. 

The causes of the problem is that the jungles are 

bulldozed for timber and then they plant palm oil 

plants which they put in items at the shops like 

shampoo, cosmetics, snack foods and lots more. 

These are only labelled vegetable oil. Millions of 

hectares are destroyed and during the clearing some 

of the orang-utans have been killed. IǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

caused disaster. Palm oil is important for income top 

the Indonesian countries,  so a balance is needed 

between money and wildlife.  

 

There are lots of options to solve this problem like 

leaving separate areas for the orang-utans or buying less 

products with palm oil in it. The palm oil plantations 

could try moving to a different country ,  we could make 

sure there was proper labelling as palm oil on products ,  

we could raise awareness  or mix the forest with 

plantations. We could also write to companies and ask 

them to help by raising money . 

 
The orang-utan s is a type of ape, they are like humans and there is a difference between a monkey 

and an ape because the ape does not have a tail and the monkey does. Orang-utan stands for person 

of the forest.  

 They live in Indonesia and live on the islands of Sumatra and Borneo where their habitat is being 

destroyed. They spend most of their time in trees and build nest where they live.  They have arms 

that measure 2 metres when spread out. They live on fruit, leaves, bark and insects. The mothers 

have one baby at a time and look after it until it is 8 years old. 

S old. They can luckly live with only some of their habitat . It has feet that they use like hands and the 

males have cheeks and a sack under their chins so they can make loud calling sounds to the females . 

By Aaron 



Orang -Utans  are now endangered animals and 

could become extinct. They live in jungles in 

Indonesia and their habitats have been 

destroyed. 35% of their population has 

dropped over the past 20 years due to humans 

destroying their homes.  

The orang -utans grow to just 

over one  metre in height and 

their arms are 2 metres wide 

when they are stretched out. 

The males are a  bit different 

to females as they have large 

cheeks and have a sack  under 

their chin to call females. 

The female orang -utan h as 

one  baby at a time and looks 

after it until  it is 8 years old.  

Orang -utans love mucking 

around and it is terrible to 

hear they soon could be 

extinct.  

One of the causes Ora ng -Utans are 

endangered is due to humans 

destroying their homes for timber and 

knocking down trees to clear room 

for people to plant palm oil plants for 

everyday things such as s shampoo, 

cosmetics and snack foods.  

Millions of hectares are 

being destroyed. People 

have found out that even if 

there are  a few  trees and 

food they can still 

survive. But we still need 

to help these poor 

animals. Will Oran -Utans 

survive in this place they  

call home?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Orang -Utan is very similar  to us humans. The 

word Orang -Utan means person of the 

jungle. They spend most of their time in trees 

and build nests each night to live in. They eat 

fruit, leaves, bark and insects . 

   

 

 

By Hannah 



This is a major problem and palm oil should be 

limited to specific areas. The palm oil companies 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ 

orang-utans to be killed. Companies should label 

their products clearly as well. Humans could plant 

the palm oil where there is no wildlife. People 

could complain and write to the companies. A 

balance needs to be made between money and 

wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                      

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

 The orang-utan is an endangered ape. The orang-

utans habitat is being destroyed for palm oil 

plantations and timber. In the past 20 years the 

population of orang-utans has decreased by more 

than 35%. Due to millions of hectares of forest 

being destroyed the orang-utan species is in danger 

and at risk of becoming extinct. 

The orang-utan lives in the forests of Borneo and 

Sumatra. These apes have hands and feet like 

humans to help them to swing from tree to tree. 

Orang-utans also have arms that can measure up 

to 2 metres long. They are very playful animals. 

They make nests and sleep in them at night time. 

Orang- utan actually means man of the forest. 

They eat fruit, leaves, bark and insects. Males have 

large dish shaped faces and a sack underneath 

their chin to make loud noises to the females. The 

females only have one baby at a time and the baby 

will stay with their mother for about 8 years. 

Unfortunately the orang-utans homes are being 

destroyed for palm oil.  Humans use palm oil for 

cosmetics, shampoo and even food. This problem is 

caused by humans as they make money from palm oil. 

Palm oil is also known as vegetable oil. Some Orang-

Utans are killed in the process of clearing and their 

babies are left to survive alone. 

By Lily 


